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Tuurepay, September the 11th, 1755. 





6) HE following letter was miflaid ; 
Rog i which is the reafon of it’s not hav- 
sang ing appeared earlier in this paper. 
¥e The excufe, perhaps, is lefs pardon- 
aS ‘9 able than the fault; but it is the 
SANS only one I can make with truth ; 
and I hope the author will receive it with candour. 


To Mr. Fitz-ADAM, 
S1R, 


Ir ever you take the trouble of looking into any of 


the public papers befides your own, you cannot help 
obferving the many curious experiments, which of late 
years have been made through all parts of this king- 


dom, 
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dom, in running, riding, leaping, driving, “fire-cating, 
‘wire-dancing, and various other ufeful arts, by perfons 
of all ranks and fortunes. 

I am willing to give credit to thefe extraordinary at- 
‘chievements, though many of them, own, far exceed 
the bounds of probability, becaufe of the honour they 
do to our age and country: and it is not without high 
indignation againft the ingratitude of the prefent times, 
that I have been hitherto difappointed in my expectati- 
ons of feeing public honours and rewards beftowed on 
thefe illuftrious perfonages, who by fuch experiments 
have fhewn us what great things the powers of nature 
are capable of, when properly directed. Newton was 
knighted, and both he and Mr. Locke had very confi- 
derable places under the government; and yet what 
mighty matters did thefe philofophers do, in compari- 
fon of our new experiment-makers? They contented 
‘themfelves with looking into the laws of nature, and 
-went no farther. The mind orders it’s ideas juft as it 
ufed to do, before the Effay on human underflanding had 
banifhed from the world the doétrine of innate princi- 
ples, and fubftantial forms: and Newton, after he had 
démiolifhed the vortices of Defcartes, left the planets juft 
as he found them. They Have rolled round the fun 
precifely in the fame time, and at the fame diftance, be- 
fore and fince his difcoveries. But our wonder-workers 
have found the fecret of controuling the laws of nature, 
and have actually accomplifhed what in the wards of 


Bedlam, and the laboratories of Logada, it would have 


been thought madnefs to attempt. 

Lam fenfible it may be objected to me, that the 
things I compare are totally different; and inftead of 
thefe modern chiefs in philofophy, I fhould rather have 


turned 
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turned my eyes to the renowned heroes of antiquity, 
whofe exploits have been the admiration of fo many 
ages. Beit fo. We own the refemblance, and have 
no reafon to be afraid of the comparifon: for befides 
that many of thefe exploits are looked upon as fabulous, 
if it be confidered that fome of them were only the ef 
fe&ts of brute force, and that the merit of others is to 
be divided amongft multitudes, who all had a fhare in 
their production ; no dowbt can be made, on a fair ef- 
timate between the mierit of ancient and modern wor- 
thies, on whofe fide the ballance will be found to turn. 
I am no enemy to the fame of antiquity ; but I own’ it 
grieves me, that when ancient exploits have been cele- 
brated over and over by the choiceft poets and hiftori- 
ans, thofe of our own times, no lefs extraordinary, 
fhould be left to pafs down to pofterity, on no better 
authority than the doubtful teftimony of a common 
news-paper. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, you profefs yourfelf a citizen of the 


world, an equal judge between all the children of our 
firft parents ; act up then to this character, and do juft- 


ice: fuffer not exploits to drop into oblivion, at which 
the Gymnafia of Greece and Italy would have ftood 
aghaft; which would have have been honoured with 
ftatues and crowns of olive at Olympia; with a place 
in the Prytaneum at Athens, and an ovation, if not a 
triumph, at Rome. Suffer not ingratitude to fix a 
ftain upon our country, which it never would be able 
to wipe off. 

I PRETEND not to enumerate, or even to be fenfible 
of all the advantages with which thefe fingular efforts 
of genius will be attended: but in natural philofophy 
and religion their ufes are apparent at the firft glance. 

EXPERIMENTS, 
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EXPERIMENTS, it is now agreed. on all hands, are the 
only folid bafis of natural {cience.’ In thefe Bacon and 
Newton led the way; but their followers have enobled 
them ; they have transferred them from .feavy inert 
matter, to the very quinteffence of fpirit, their horfes 
and themfelves. What before was only fit for reclufe 
pedants, they have made the amufement and the bufi- 
nefs of fine gentlemen. 3 

Anp here I beg leave, by the way, to. propofe a pro- 
blem to the lovers of thefe noble arts, which I hope 


will not be thought altogether unworthy of their at- 
tention. 


Suppose a gentleman is able to drive a wheel-carriage 
any given number of miles in an hour, when the motion 
of his horfes is progreffive, or accarding to the natural 
courfe of their limbs; how much. time ought he to be 
allowed to do itin, when his horfes move retrograde, or 


tails foremoft ? 

BuT to come to religion. Thefe new experiments 
ferve to thew how little we underftand of the bounds of 
credibility. Had fuch experiments been properly at- 
tended to, a certain gentleman that fhall be namelefs, 
might have fpared his haughty challenge to the defend- 
ers of the chriftian faith. Our brave youths will foon 
make him fenfible of his error, and turn the edge of that 
formidable broad {word of his upon himfelf, with which 
he has threatened to depopulate the chriftian world. 
Will he any long:r pretend to fay, that no teftimony 
can make a thing credible that is contrary to experience, 
when I defy him to match, in the annals of any age or 
country, the feats which he is forced to believe on the 
credit of a common news-paper ? 


I 
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I covtp run through all the arts and fciences, and 
in each of them thew the wonderful advantage of thefe 
new experiments: but this is a tafk that defervesan 
abler hand: I therefore propofe, when his Majefty thall 
have encorporated the authors of them intoa new Royal 
Society, which I hope will be foon, that one of our 
moft eminent pens be appointed, after the example of 
bifhop Sprat, to write the hiftory of the fociety; and 
another, after the example of Fontenelle, to make 
eulogies on it’s particular members. And I defire that 
you will immediately look out for two fuch perfons a- 
mongft your correfpondents ; which I fhould imagine 
can be no great difficulty, to one who has the honour to 
reckon in that number the prime wits of the age. 

I am, 
SIR, 
Your moft bumble fervant. 
Mr. Fitz-Apam, , . 
Watx nc the other day through Wapping, to fee 


the humours of the place, I happened to caft my eyes 
upon the window of an alehoufe, where I faw Written 


in large capitals, Roman Purr. Thad the curiofity to 
afk of aman who was walking near me, why it might 
not as well have been called BriTrisH Purt, as RoMAN 
Puri? “ O, Sir, fays he, the landlord has had twen- 
“< ty times the cuftom fince he gave his liquor that out- 
‘«‘ Jandifh name.” I foon found.that my fagacious in- 
former was a maker of leather breeches, by feeing him 
enter, and fet himfelf to work in a fhop, over the door 
of which was written upon a bit of paper, The TRuE 
Iraian leather-breeches balls, fold bere by the MAKER. 
I confefs I was a little furprized to find the fafhion of 
admiring every thing foreign had extended itfelf to fo 

great 
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great a diftance from St. James's ; having conceived an 
opinion that none but our betters at the polite end of the 
town, were the defpifers and difcouragers of our home 
manufactures. 

As I fee no folid reafon for this univerfal diflike to 
every thing that is Englifh, I fhould be glad of your 
fentiments on the fubject, which will greatly oblige, 

SiR, . 
Your conftant reader, 
and admirer, 
Cc. D. 

I sHALL forbear making any remarks upon this letter, 
that I may oblige a very witty correfpondent, whofe 
epiftle I received a few days ago by the general poft. But 
I muft entreat the favour of this gentleman, and of all 
others who may encline to write to me in fo very laco- 
nic a ftile, to chufe another method of conveyance, 
for fear their letters fhould fometimes happen to mif- 
carry. 


To Mr. Fitz-Apam. 
S1rR, 


Pray be fo kind as to infert this in your next. 


Yours 
W. B. 
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